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CONSERVATION AT THE CAMPSITE - PART 3

There have been no letters to the Editor comment-
ing on this series of articles; obviousiy, nobody whose
been reading this series disagrees with the ideas which
have been presemed. This is the last of the series, and
perhaps this one may provoke some controversy!

TOILET MANNERS

Humans and all other animals need to dispose of
their personal bodily waste and the undigested portion of
the food they eat. At home we flush it down the toilet and
hopefuily, the municipal sewerage treatment process which
our taxes support take appropriate care of it. Hmmm,
don’t count on it.

Similarly, at most campgrounds the operators
provide outhouses or iatrines and properly care for the
sewerage. At a campground, use the latrines or outhouses
- even if they smell bad. Even if the campground doesn’t
process the sewerage properly, the outhouses do confine
the damage and the odors to limited area. Don’t spread it

all around by avolding the dirty and stinking outhouse.

In the woods it’s a different story. Latrines and
outhouses are seldom available, and you must be responsi-
ble for our own waste. Urine is nearly sterile and can be
put pretty much wherever its convenient. Human teces are
a different story. It may hibernate bugs and bacteria and
can transmit a lot of really bad stuff to other humans and
animals. The paper you may use is equally dangerous as
well as unsightly. If you use paper, but don’t dig a hole,
carry it out in a small plastic bag. Animais can and wiil
dig up your waste and paper and spread it about.

In many wilderness areas you will be required to
carry out all of your personal waste in some kind of box
or portable toilet. If there is no restriction where you are,
find a spot with a nice view, and at least 100 feet from any

water supply, and dig a personal latrine (a cat hole). Dig |

the hole several inches deep to discourage the animals, and
set the dirt aside. Learning to squat and hit the hole, and
not fall in, is tough for some folks. Completely cover
your deposit and paper with the dirt when you finish. By-
the-way, use biodegradable toilet paper - not facial tissue
which is nearly immortal. «

If you are part of a group, and camping at one spot
for several days, some members may suggest digging a
group latrine rather than have each individual dig several
personal holes. Group latrines were encouraged in the
past, but many environmentalists currently feel that they
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REFLECTIONS

Thanks to Barry Burbach for shedding some light
on the July Esopus trip - with the smallest Coleman iantern
in existence... (REFLECTIONS, continued, page 8)
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