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he paddling seascn is about to begin and it is time to
start thinking about those preseason paddling exer-

cises and befriending your polypro; or, you may
decide to upgrade to new fabrics that “promise” not to be
offensive. Pay a visit to your favorite outdoor store, re-read
The Feathers, read the paddling schedule, select, set and
calendar your 1996 paddling goal.

To have fun and improve your paddling skills, enroll or
volunteer to help with some special programs.

The Kayak Program: Good news! We now have 6
kayaks (Dancer, Dancer-XT, 2 Corsicas by Perception,
Extreme by Wavesport, AQ-II by Dagger). Thanks go to
three of our instructors, Tom Paimer (Kayak Subcommittee
Chair), Bob Harris and Jody Schaeffer for adding this
essential component to our Canoe & Kayak Program. Tom
Palmer is presently instructing at the Pool Paddling Ses-
sions. Check the schedule for Pool Sessions. Our long
range goal is to buy more kayaks and make kayaking a part
of all our instruction trips. For more information cail Tom
at (908) 852-5934,

Sea Kayaking promises to be real big. Do we want to be
part of it? Tom Gilmour, our Membership Subcommittee
Chair is giving us the answer. On June 23 Tom has ar-
ranged with Atlantic Tours to offer a one-day Introduction
to Basic Sea Kayaking at Lake Sebago. The cost will be
approximately $75.00 a person. This will include access to
Lake Sebago, boat, paddle, PFD, helmet and dinner. For
more information call Tom G. at (212) 627-4520.

The Singles Program: Call Tom Gilmour, 212-627-4520.
Get involved. He is organizing A SINGLES INTRODUC-
TION TO CANOEING, June 29-30 at Lake Sebago.

Parent and Child Weekend: Someday our new parent
paddiers, Doug Cresson, Avi Maor, Bill and Rell Hladky,
and Elly Kover & Terry Moogan will be able to join us with
their children on regular trips and on parent and child
weekends. However, for paddlers who have older children
or would like to introduce a child or friends with children
to paddling, Tom Gilmour is organizing a Basic Introduc-
tion to Canoeing for parents and children at Lake Sebago on
June 15-16. Plan early and give Tom a call at (212) 627-
4520 to ask for details.

(Continued: MENU, page 4)
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REFLECTIONS

Musconetcong... but a simply delightful paddle in

the now-lovely snowfall. Next day, wind chill of -
10° drove the die-hards off the Pequest early. Its no-go
trying to paddle the Jeremy or Salmon before ice-out.

l eaders Weekend began with a Class 6 drive to the
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LETTERS

THULE Roof Racks
-via CompuServe e-mail

From: Susan Hemin 73144,3053
To: Al Braley 75604,3133
Date: 10-Feb-96 11:49

Hi,
['m having trouble getting Thule racks to fit on my car. I
tried once last year, and they bent my door. Consequently,
until T fix this problem, I cannot carry a boat, and thus I wiil
be paddling tandem this season. (Do you guys know anyone
else that has put Thule racks on a gutterless car?)
Susan

Answer;
Thule racks are very good, BUT you have to have exactly
the correct brackets to fit the door frame of your car make
and model. They are not interchangeable. Go to a dealer
- big bike stores are best - and check your brackets with
their catalog to make sure. The correct bracket should not
bend door, and gasket should not leak. Bike guys can
probably help you fit the racks to your car.

: Editor

INTERNET WWWEB SITE NEWS

The New York-North Jersey Chapter has moved its World
Wide Web Site to a new location. The URL or address for
the Chapter Site is now:

hitp://www.gti.net/amceny
And, the Chapter now-has an e-mail address:
amcny@gti.net

You can go directly to our Canoe & Kayak Page(s) by using
the address:

http://www.gti.net/amcny/rec_actv/canoe.html

Our Paddling Schedule is there as well as the Instruction
Schedule for the entire year, and a description of all of our
canoeing and kayaking courses. “PADDLE SPIASHES” is
also there with an online edition in “COLOR”. There’s an
e-mail directory of lots of people who have some associa-
tion with the Chapter, many are paddlers. We have in-
cluded links to other WWW Sites and AMC NY-Nol
QOutposts all over the world - Germany, Turkey, Hawaii,
AMC Boston Canoe, BWCAW and many more!

Get yourself into Cyberspace and give us a look-see!

Al Braley, amcny Webmaster
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BRONX RIVER CLEAN-UP

Remember the date, May 18 (-197)

Question: What do marshlands, American Bison,
subway trains, a ravine through a hemlock forest, a magnifi-
cent bronze art-deco sculpture, black-capped chickadees,
and a modey crew of muddy urban kids and AMCers ali
have in common?

Answer: A trip down the Bronx River!

Those intrepid paddlers who have generously
contributed time and sweat to past river clean-ups probably
don’t stop to ask themselves why. Let’s face it: we're out
there at every chance we get from March through October
(or maybe from January through December for a few
hardcore nuts), enjoying the hell out of our incredible good
fortune at having access to Nature’s playgrounds. Spending
one weekend a year giving something back to these rivers
just doesn’t feel like such a hardship; yet we can take
satisfaction in knowing that we are making the experience
better for others as well as ourselves.

But the Bronx River? In the Bronx?!? Hey, it's
too early for April Fools. What gives?

If I read my AMC members right, we’re in this
Club for a number of reasons. For fun, obviously. Because

we care about our natural resources. Because we crave
some adventure, & challenge, occasionally the chance to try






